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APOTHECARIES’ HALL.-Names of gentlemen who passed i
their examination in the science and practice of Medicine, and
received certificates to practise, on- .

Thurday, April 5th, 1855.
BARRATT, ALFRED, Birmingham.
BROWNING, GEORGE, Deptford, Kent.
COSTER, WILLIAM TYETH, Devonshire.
ELKINGTON, JOHN, Birmingham.
HALL, FREDERICK, Alford, Lincolnshire.
HEWARD, JOHN MITCHELL, Louth, Lincolnshire.
HoRSEALL, HENRY, Ripon, Yorkshire.
SHAW, JONATHAN, Ayres Quay, Sunderland.
WALLACE, RICHARD UNTHANK, Hackney-road.
WEBB, FREDERICK ERNEST, Maida Vale, London.

ROYAL MEDICAL BENEVOLENT COLLEGE.-At a meet-
ing of the Council, on Wednesday last, George C. Jonson, Esq., i

in the chair, Edward H. Sieveking, M. D., the honorary secre-
tary, informed the Council that, in consequence of professional
and other important engagements, he was reluctantly com-
pelled to resign the office he had so long held. In accepting
Dr. Sieveking’s resignation, the Council passed a resolution in
which they recorded their appreciation of his services as their
honorary secretary. We are glad to find that the office is

likely to be admirably filled by the appointment of Mr. Henry
Hancock, Surgeon of Charing-cross Hospital. We have
also much pleasure in announcing that the treasurer has just
received, from Mrs. E. B., the munificent donation of &pound;500 ; ;
and that the funds of the College have been further augmented
by a bequest of &pound;100, free of legacy duty, under the will of
the late Richard Glyn Crewe, Esq., of Charlton Kings.
ELECTION AT THE HOSPITAL FOR CONSUMPTION AT

BROMPTON.&mdash;At the recent election of two assistant-physicians
a very severe contest took place, marked by some acrimonious
feeling and, we have learned, illiberal and unfounded attacks
upon the character of one of the successful candidates. The
numbers were-for Dr. Pollock, 24; Dr. Edward Smith, LL.B.,
14; Dr. Hale, 10; Dr. Roscow, 3. The two first-named gen-
tlemen were consequently elected. They were previously
physicians to the Western General Dispensary.
CONVERSAZIONE AT APOTHECARIES’ HALL.&mdash;The Master,

R. B. Ward, Esq., and the Wardens of the Apothecaries’ So-

ciety, gave their second scientific soide on Wednesday. The
company amounted to more than five hundred, and the chief

. point of the entertainment centred in an exhibition of a splendidseries of microscopical objects from the inorganic, the animal,
and vegetable kingdoms, and from the pathological departmentof human anatomy. The large hall of the Company, and the
suite of apartments connected with it, were elegantly decorated
with choice exotics, chiefly consisting of ferns, palms, and
orchideas. In the centre of the hall we remarked a large
Wardian case for the forthcoming Parisian Exhibition; and the
walls of the room were decorated with diagrams, some of them
highly artistic, illustrating objects from both kingdoms of Na-
ture. Amongst the numerous attractions independently of the
microscopical, we were struck with a most interesting series ofancient Mexican pottery, exhibited by Henry Christie, Esq.
We observed amongst the company, the Lord Chief Baron,
Drs. Paris, Billing, Grant, Southwood Smith, Todd, Hodgkin,
Carpenter, Letheby, Lankester, White, Jeaffreson, Barnes,

Peacock, Hassall, &c.; Messrs. Faraday, Grove, Stephenson,
Redgrave, Sant, E. W. Cooke, Thomas Bell, Bowerbank, Gas-

siott, Delarue, Mitchell, Woodward, Quekett, Jackson, Whit-
bread, Pilcher, Brooke, &c. As an agreeable and instructiver&eacute;union, there has been nothing to surpass this meeting during
the scientific season.

CHANGES IN MEDICAL PERIODICALS.&mdash;In consequence
of the appointment of Dr. Parkes as Superintendent of the new
Civil Hospital in the East, Dr. Sieveking, assistant-physician
at St. Mary’s Hospital, succeecls to the Editorship of the
British and Foreign Medico-Chirurgical Review. In Edin-
burgh it has been ascertained there are more journals than can
be supported : the Edinburgh Medical and Surgical, and the
Monthly Journal of Medical Science are to be amalgamated.

Professor 
J. Hughes Bennett retires from his editorial labours.

TELEGRAPHS IN INDIA. - The Governor-General of
India has been pleased to raise the salary of Dr. O’Shaughnessy,

the Superintendent of Electric Telegraphs in India, to &pound;3600
per annum. The Doctor has been informed that the increase

, has been given, not only in acknowledgment of his valuable
services, but because, had he remained at the Mint, his salary

, ! would have been higher than that which he has hitherto re-
- received as Superintendent of Electric Telegraphs.
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TERMS S FOR ADVERTISING.

the following is the Scale of Charges for Advertisements :-
For 7 lines and under......... &0 0 4 6 For half a page ............... R2 12 0

For every additional line ... 0 0 6 For a page ................... 5 0 0

Advertisements which are intended to appear in THE LANCET of any parti-
cular week, should be delivered at the Office not later than on Wednesday in
that week.
The cdrczalcztaezz cf THE LANCET far exceeds that of any ot7te)- Medical

Journal in the world.

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION TO "THE LANCET."

One Year .............................. &pound;1 14 8

Six Months..... 0 17 4

Three Months..... 0 8 8

Post-office Orders to be addressed to EDWARD THOMAS, THE LANCET Office,
423, Strand, London, and made payable to him at the Strand Post Office.

To Correspondents.
An Inquirer, (Kennington.)&mdash;The leaves forwarded are certainly tea-leaves,
which are distinguished from most other leaves by their size and form, the
crenation of the edges, and the characters of the venation. Nearly all the
different kinds of British leaves ever employed in the adulteration of tea
may in general be readily detected by attention to the above particulars, as
also by noticing the size and number of the stomata, and whether the leaves
are furnished with hairs or glandular appendages or not. Delineations of
the tea-leaf and other leaves met with in tea will be found in the Report of
the Analytical Sanitary Commission of THE LANCET on "Tea and its Adul-
terations," published on July 26th, 1851.

Mr. Cunningham.&mdash;The newspaper did not reach us, or we should have been
happy to have complied with the request.

Diagnosis.&mdash;It is out of no disrespect to our correspondent that his communi-
cations are not inserted in this journal. He cannot, however, have failed tQ
observe that the subjects to which he repeatedly calls our attention have
been previously treated of in our pages. We give him full credit for the
sincerity of his motives; but it is quite impossible to publish all the com-
munications that we receive.

An Intending Competitor, (Edinburgh.)-Answers next week.
A Young Surgeon.&mdash;The following extract, from a lecture lately delivered by

Cardinal Wiseman in St. 1%"-artin’s Hall, will supply the information re-
quired :-
" There are three military hospitals in France-at Strasburg, Lilie, and

Metz&mdash;not military hospitals in our sense of the word, where sick soldiers are
merely received, but where the whole training is directed to form the medical
staff of the army. A competition is open to all youths of sixteen who wish to
enter ; a jury of medical officers examines them thoroughly, and those who
promise well are selected; and from the day that a youth is chosen, he is not
left to walk the hospitals at his own expense, or at that of his family, with the ’i
chance of one day being an army surgeon, but lie is taken under the care of I
the state, and salaried as an aspirant in medicine for the army. Each of the
three hospitals has nine professors, expressly for the purpose of training
physicians, apothecaries, and surgeons for the army; and the training is such,
that if after two years they upon their examination are not fit to pass to a
fourth or finishing hospital, if I may so call it, in Paris, they are either sent
back for a year, or dismissed, or sent into the ranks. But no one can pass
into that finishing hospital at Paris until he has been two years at least, or
three even occasionally, in one of the first hospitals, and has been severely
examined. When he has been two or three years in one hospital, and one or
two years in the finishing hospital, where there are eleven professors, then
only can he aspire to the lowest of five ranks of surgeons in the army; before
he can raise himself to another rank, he must have taken his diploma of doctor
of medicine, as well as been qualified as a surgeon. And so he goes on, until
at last he becomes an inspector; and if there is not a place for him in a garri-
son, or a regiment, he is kept in the pay of the Government in some civil hos-
pital until the commencement of war, or until he is otherwise summoned into
activity. What I have said of surgeons applies equally to the other two classes
of medical officers.

" The result of this plan is, that you have the class which generally supplies
the staple of medical men trained expressly for the army, and taught all that
is requisite for the soldier’s welfare. And so minute are the instructions given
to the medical ofncerc, that even what is to be done on the field of battle is
exactly described. They have carts, or, where the field cannot be reached by
carts, they have panniers to put on the backs ofn-ules; and in these panniers
is packed up in most exact manner everything that can possibly be wanted for
the use of the army; the order is given in which each box has to be taken out
and opened; and these medical officers go through exercises, as soldiers do
with their guns, in opening, paclung, unpacking and using the provision that
is carried to assist the wounded on the field of battle. There are also minute
instructions as to how the tents for the hospitals are to be disposed-in fact,
the instructions are so exact that it is no wonder the French had their ambu-
lances and their hospitals and their medical staff in perfect readiness, and pre-
sented so striking a contrast to our deficient preparation. For I find that our
Army List, which has just come out, gives us the numbers of the surgeons and
other medical men attached to our troops at the present day, now we are at war
and have sent a great number of supernumeraries to Turkey, as appears from
the dates of their appointment; and yet I will compare with this the French
list of 1848, at least six years before the war. The French medical staff,
according to that list, consists of 127 physicians, ours consists of 30; their
surgeons are 1137, ours 348; their apothecaries 113, ours 4. They had alto-
gether, in 1848, in time of peace, a staff of 1377 medical officers; and we now,
in the height of war, have only a staff of 382, which leaves them an excess of
a 1000 over us."

A Governor oft7w Bro?2zpton Hospital, M.D., A Surgeon, and others.-It is
probable that, from the interest which has been excited in respect to the
late election for assistant-physicians at the Hospital for Consumption, we
shall publish some authentic account of the whole proceedings. The rule

passed by the committee of the hospital, that no canvassing should be
allowed by any candidate, we are confidently assured, was not strictly ad-
hered to at the late election. The result of the contest would, however,
imply that the governors have acted upon the principle they enunciated.

Alumnus.&mdash;If our correspondent will forward his name in confidence, the note
shall be inserted.

A. B.-Popular works on Medicine are seldom worthy of being recommended.
Instances are constantly occurring to prove the truth of the axiom, that
"the man who doctors himself has a fool for his patient." It was a remark
of a late physician in extensive practice, that a notorious work on "Domestic
Medicine" had supplied him with more patients than he had obtained from
any other source. Homoeopathic manuals are mere humbugs.

Mr. William Surtor 7Yest.-AVe will make inquiries, and answer the first

question next week. There is a work on the " Practice of Medicine," by Dr.
Barlow, of Guy’s Hospital.

31-1-. Wn. Whytehead Moris.&mdash;The case shall be inserted.

T A B T A EMETIC IN DRUNKENNESS.
To the Editor of THE LA.NCET.

SIR,&mdash;Will you permit me, although not a member of the medical profes-
sion, to suggest that there must be extreme danger in recommending an in-
discriminate application of tartar emetic by the public at large for the cure of
drunkenness. If the complaint were of long standing, there would be a ten-
deney to administer such a dose as should ensure sobriety for the future-a
dose which, although possibly within that which a healthy man might take
with impunity, might, in the case of a person whose stomach was weakened
by intemperance, be attended by a fatal result. Tartar emetic is a poison (I
need not say) ’scarcely inferior to arsenic, and which I, with great submission,
should have thought ought never to be administered by laymen.

Yours obediently,
April, 1855. AMATETB.

Mr. France’s paper is in the hands of the printer.
T. S*.&mdash;We believe that no alterations have been made in the time required for
medical officers to serve in the East India Company’s Service previous to
their being entitled to full pay.

L. P. Y.&mdash;It is mere quackery. He is always interfering in such matters.
Memo.&mdash;Professional disputes should always be settled before a professional

tribunal. The quarrels of physicians, when brought before the public, have
generally the effect of lowering the disputants in general estimation.
The case forwarded for publication we must decline to insert. There are

evidently faults on both sides, and a little timely advice from a disinterested
person would, doubtless, bring about a good feeling between the parties.
Explanation is better than accusation.

Mildred.&mdash;N ot at this time. The second article would be acceptable.
A Visitor.-The Museum of the College can be visited by an order from a

fellow or member.
Mr. John French.-The letter and postage-stamps ware received; but the

envelope contained no advertisements.
Senex.&mdash;Yes, in 1832.
A Student.&mdash;No such order has issued from the Admiralty. The assistant-

surgeons of the navy are still subjected to the same insults as before the
vote of the House of Commons was passed on the subject. The Baltic fleet
is supplied with dressers, as they are called, instead of assistant-surgeons.
In the French service there are military rewards to the medical officers.
The dressers are entitled to no privileges beyond that of the old surgeons’
mates.

TREATMENT OF T Tic DOULOURRUX.
To the Edito.&middot; of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;Can any of the readers of THE LANCET inform me if tic douloureux
has ever been cured by the muriate of morphia ? One quarter of a grain, or
twenty drops of the solution, is, I presume, equal to two grains of opium; andin a case where opium has failed, given at the rate of two grains three times
a day, are large doses of morphia-say half a grain, three times repeated-
likely to succeed? Has opium, deprived of its morphia, been tried for tic
douloureux ?

I beg to thank your two correspondents for their recommendation of aconite
and chloroform; but, III my case, they have both failed.

I am, Sir, yours, &c.
April, 1855. AN OLD SUBSCRIBER.

Mr. G. F. Wells.-Under the statute the fee is two guineas.
Mr. R. Jo2ies.-In its present shape the paragraph is libellous. The subject,
however, shall be noticed.

OTHER correspondents must stand over until next week.
COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, &c., have been received from - Mr. Syme; Mr.
France; Mr.Erichsen; Mr. Coulson; Dr. Pollock; Dr. Dundas Thomson;
Mr. Higginbottom, (Nottingham;) W. S. W.; Dr. Kidd; J. S.; An Intend-
ing Competitor; Mr. G. F. Wills; Mr. R. Jones, (Cheltenham;) Mr. John
French; Mr. W. V. Morgan; Mr. C. M. Peacock; The President of the
Royal College of Surgeons, Edinburgh; Dr. Fred. J. Brown; An Amateur,
(Godalming;) Mr. A. Taylor, (with enclosure;) Mr. Westropp; Mr. Cun-
ningham ; Mr. Renshaw; Alumnus; l6Ir. W. Whytehead Morris; Mr. W.

’ Wilkinson, (Rotherham, with enclosure;) An Old Subscriber; Dr. France;
Mr. J. B. Budgett; Dr. Rose, (Teignmouth, with enclosure;) Dr. White,
(with enclosure;) Mr. C. Stewart, (Dunhl-ane, with enclosure;) Mr. J. H.

King, (Sudbury, with enclosure;) Mr. T. Lowe; Mr. Vicary; Mr. John
Yeoman, (with enclosure;) Dr. Gilliland, (Hereford, with enclosure;) M.D.;
A Student; A Young Surgeon; A Governor of the Brompton Hospital;
A Surgeon; A. B.; Mr. W. S. West; T, S,; L. P. Y.; Nemo; Mildred;
Senex; A Visitor; Diagnosis; &e. &c.


